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Mexico has an extension of 1 964 375 km² 
(758446 miles). It is a Federal Republic divided 
into 32 states, with Mexico City as its capital.

There are approximately 129 millions of 
inhabitants, being the biggest Spanish-
speaker country in the world and home of 66 
native languages.

Over 35 places declared as UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The 5th out of 12 megadiverse 
countries in the world. And one of the most-
awarded cuisines on Earth.

About Mexico
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• Economic integration via USMCA

• Resource/academic system 
asymmetries

• Migration, borders, global competition

• English proficiency: key for trilateral 
collaboration

Key geopolitical factors:
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Mexico at G7 2025: 
Opportunities for Academic 

Collaboration in North America

• Mexico’s strategic invitation to the G7 
(despite not being a member) reinforces 
its geopolitical and economic influence. 

• G7 priorities (innovation, tech, 
sustainability) align with opportunities for 
Canada-Mexico collaboration. 

Pathways for opportunities

Plan Mexico. Foreign investment in 
R&D projects with Canadian institutions

Strong bilateral ties. Academic 
exchanges, mobility programs and joint 
research

Regional education alignment. Policy 
dialogue, globalized teacher training 
and English proficiency
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Plan México

On going In progress

New Poles Under
Evaluation

Stage 3: Under
Review
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Challenges in 
Colaboration

Limited English proficiency 

Resource and infrastructure 
asymmetries

Lack of teaching training in global 
curricula

Geopolitical tensions



• 5,350,057 students enrolled in HEIs 
during the 2023 – 2024 school year.

• 4.89 million are enrolled at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels and 
459 thousand students are enrolled in 
Postgraduate studies.

• The majority of higher education 
students are concentrated in the 18-22 
age range.
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Mexico’s Higher Education

65%

35%

Enrollment distribution by type of HEI

Públicas PrivadasPublic Private

48.9% 51.1%



Institutions
There are 9 types of HEIs in 
the country, each of them with 
different objectives and 
characteristics.

184 Other HEIs
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312
Normal and 
teacher training 
schools

49
Federal Public
Universities

184
Technological
and Polytechnic
Universities

29
Public Research
Centres

58
State
Universities

12
Intercultural
Universities

250
Units of the 
National 
Technological 
Institute of 
Mexico

2,709
Private
Institutions
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Educational Offer

Business-
Administration

22%

Agronomy and 
Veterinary

2%

Health
13%

ICT
6%

Social 
Sciences and 

Law
18%

Services
3%

Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics

3%

Engeneering, 
Manufacturing and 

Construction
19%

Arts and 
Humanities

5%

Education
10%

In 2022, according to the Mexican classification of study programs by fields of academic training 
(approved with UNESCO's ISCED)
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950,000 Students graduate
From bachelor’s engineering, medical master’s and doctoral programs.

400,000 faculty members work at HEIs
Of these, more than 33,000 are part of the National System of 
Researchers.

90% of research is carried out in higher education 
institutions

Teaching and 
Research
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About ANUIES
ANUIES (Asociación Nacional de Universidades e Instituciones de 
Educación Superior) is a non-governmental association, which 
reunites the 248 most important public and private higher 
education institutions in Mexico, representing 70% of the 
national enrollment.  

What we do?

• Formulation of national programmes, plans and policies. 
• Creation of bodies aimed at the development of Mexican 

higher education.
• Contribute to the integration and development of the higher 

education system.  
• Contribute to the improvement of the functions of affiliated 

universities and higher education institutions.
• Promote the continuous improvement of the services given 

by associated institutions and raise its social recognition.
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• Collaborate with national and 
international HEIs to promote the 
development, enhancement, and 
application of knowledge.

• Sign collaboration agreements with 
various countries and counterparts, from 
which mobility opportunities and other 
internationalization initiatives arise, and are 
promoted among our affiliated institutions

In International Cooperation 
matters we...



ANUIES’ Internationalization 
Strategy
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Priorities
• English proficiency:

⚬ COIL & Virtual exchange training
⚬ Recognition & certification

• Workshops for capacity building

Proposals
• Expand English training via BCCIE 

partnerships.
• Foster trilateral research with CONAHEC.
• Partner with ANUIES for a shared future.

2024
British Council 
agreement for 

English training

2025
Mexico - Canada R&D 

Project

Constantly
• Mobility 

through PILA 
(half-yearly)

• CONAHEC 
(Collaboration)



Collaboration
Principles

Academic Solidarity

Scientific Diplomacy

Situated Internationalization

North American Integration
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ANUIES collaborates with 
university associations, boards 
of rectors and international 
organizations to promote the 
internationalization of Mexican 
HEIs.

Our digital repository 
showcases and consolidates 
international cooperation 
agreements between our HEIs. 

Progress and 
consolidated
cooperation
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Existing agreements and collaboration programs between higher education institutions in Mexico and abroad in which 
ANUIES participates.

Active Programs
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Current relationships and 
collaborations

10 
Agreements
3 In process

Student 
Mobility 

Outstanding 
collaborations

Emerging Leaders in 
the Americas Program 

(ELAP) 
MITACS

Academic Exchange 
Program

Music project 
2024,2025 in 
process for 2026

Joint project on
indigenous
education 2026



Priority Topics of Interest

1. Artificial Intelligence in Higher 
Education and Professional 
Development

2. Educational Innovation and 
Curriculum Development

3. Teacher Training, Development, 
and Professional Doctorates

4. Micro-credentials and Professional 
Certifications

5. Quality Assurance and 
Accreditation

6. Indigenous and Intercultural 
Education

7. Applied Research, Collaboration, 
and Capacity Building

8. Mobility Programs and Academic 
Exchange

9. Strategies and programs regarding 
student mental health support: 
Boundaries and Responsibilities of 
the University and Democratization 
of Mental Health. 











Echange and Mobility Programs

Degree-granting collaborative
education Programs

Summer Research Experiences

Programs for Visiting professors

Collaborative Online
International Learning (COIL)

Short-Term Study Abroad Programs

OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION 





Diversify our 
partnerships: Increase 
our collaborations with 
Canadian institutions

Promote student and 
faculty mobility 
programs (both ways)

Foster research collaboration in:

Environment and Sustainability
Health
Education
Competitiveness
Innovation and technology 
(Nanosatellites, Biomedical applications, 
Energy conversion, Data science, etc.)

What would we

like to achieve

in Canada?



Asociación Nacional de Universidades e 
Instituciones de Educación Superior de la 

República Mexicana
ANUIES América M. Lizárraga González, PhD

america.lizarraga@anuies.mx

Thank you
We look forward to 

answer your 
questions.
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