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ABOUT PORTUGAL

10,380 million

Southwestern Europe, on the Iberian Peninsula,
bordering Spain to the east and the Atlantic Ocean to the west and south.
Gateway between Europe, Africa and the Americas.

Rich heritage, beautiful landscapes, and warm hospitality.
It is a country that values diversity and inclusion,
combining cultural traditions with a modern European lifestyle.

Higher education system internationally recognized for its quality and innovation.

The country invests heavily in education and research, offering a wide range of courses and student mobility
opportunities.
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A GROWING HUB FOR INTERNATIONAL IN PORTUGAL
EDUCATION

‘ +78.000 international students* (over 430,000 students)
v{ 97 higher education institutions: 34 public, 61 private, 2 military
Institutions

Information Source; DGES
2022/2023

Rankings TOP 500

5 universities in the QS World Rankings;

3 universities in the THE Times Higher Education;

3 universities in the ARWU Academic Ranking of World Universities
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Combines European excellence with Atlantic openness
Welcoming environment, affordable living costs, and robust academic

programs.

@ Active member of EU, OECD, CPLP ~—


https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/ensino-superior-em-numeros?plid=371
https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/ensino-superior-em-numeros?plid=371
https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/ensino-superior-em-numeros?plid=371

TOP RANKED ACADEMIC SUBJECTS OF MAJOR
PORTUGUESE UNIVERSITIES
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Naval Architecture & Ocean Engineering
Finance

Textile Science & Engineering
Supply Chain Management

Food Science & Technology
Engineering Petroleum
Biomedical Engineering
Hospitality & Tourismm Management
Veterinary Sciences

Business and Economics
Veterinary Sciences

Psychology

Life Sciences

Life Sciences

4th globally (ARWU)

7th globally (Financial Times)
21st globally (ARWU)

51st globally (QS)

Top 51-75 (ARWU)

Top 51-100 (QS)

Top 76-100 (ARWU)

Top 76-100 (ARWU)

Top 151-200 (ARWU)
Top 301-400 (THE)

340th globally (SCImago)
Top 401-500 (ARWU)
Top 501-600 (THE)

Top 501-600(THE)
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Structure and Organization of HE
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THE STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN PT

Polytechnic

Universities €€ binary system integrating 2 Universities

Funded and regulated by Funded through tuition

the government. fees and private sources.
Generally larger and Often smaller with
offering a wider range specialized/tailor
of programs. made programs.
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THE STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN PT

UNIVERSITIES

POLYTECHNIC
UNIVERSITIES

( ) ( )

20 Public Polytechnic

- 14 Public Universities — Universities

41 Private Polytechnic

— 20 Private Universities — Universitios

2 Public Military and Police
Institutions
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Portugal’'s HE system is structured around three main study cycles, aligned with the
Bologna Process > standardizes HE across Europe.

Each cycle corresponds to a specific level of academic qualification and is measured in ECTS.

~
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'ISt

Licenciatura
Bachelor's Degree

S

Duration: 3 to 4 years.
ECTS Credits: 180 to 240 ECTS.

TH R E E Focus: Provides fundamental

knowledge and skills in a specific
CYCLE field of study.
DEGREES

2nd 3rd
Mestrado Doutoramento
Master's Degree Doctorate/PhD

Duration: 1to 2 years after the
Bachelor'sdegree.

ECTS Credits: 60 to 120 ECTS.
Focus: Deepens knowledge and
skills acquired in the first cycle,

often with a more specialized
focus.

Duration: 3 to 4 years after the
Master's degree.

ECTS Credits: Varies, often
involving original research and
dissertation.

Focus: Advanced research and
the creation of new knowledge in
a specific field.

The system is regulated by the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation, ensuring that all institutions meet high standards of quality and excellence.

1
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THE RELEVANCE OF ECTS

(European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System)?

e A standard for comparing study achievement and performance across the European

Union.
e 1ECTScredit typically = 25 to 30 hours of student work.
e Facilitates the recognition of academic qualifications and student mobility within Europe.

MOBILITY | ECTS credits are recognized across European higher education institutions, facilitating
student mobility and exchange programs.

TRANSPARENCY @ Ensures that the workload and learning outcomes of courses are transparent
and comparable across institutions.

FLEXIBILITY  Allows for the accumulation and transfer of credits between different institutions and
countries, supporting lifelong learning and career development.

Portuguese Higher Education Institutions are aligned with European standards, enhancing the guality
and international recognition of their programes.

12
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About the Portuguese National Agency
Erasmus+




Public body under the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation

<

Erasmus+
COORDINATION AND SUPPORT

Manage the implementation
of the Erasmus+ Programme:

Dissemination

Evaluate applications

Distribute UE funds

Monitor projects to
ensure they comply with
the programme's rules
and objectives
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Promote the
Internationalization of
Education

Promote the "European
Universities" initiative

Support HEIs in joining
and participating in
international networks
and alliances

Promote Study and
Research in Portugal
brand

ACCOMODATION

RESEARCH
IN PORTUGAL

Manage the National Plan for
Accommodation in Higher
Education PNAES

Dissemination

Evaluate applications

Distribute UE/RRP funds

Monitor projects to
ensure they comply with
the plan's rules and
objectives

14



ERASMUS+

INTERNATIONALIZATION IN ACTION

@ Internationalization is a key strategic goal
for Portuguese HEI's:

« Strong mobility tradition: Erasmus+ participation
since 1987

« %18,000 incoming students per year (credit
mobility).

« Growing inbound degree-seeking population.

* Expanding through KA171and Capacity Building
partnerships.

PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES

RESFARCH
IN PORTUGAL

Erasmus+
Bilateral Agreements
MoU

International Conferences and Research
Collaborations

European Universities Initiative
International Networks
Double Degrees

Joint Degrees

Eke—

16
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Erasmus+ and European Collaboration in
Portugal’s Internationalization g
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ERASMUS+
Mobility in Europe J
KAT - Learning Mobility of
Individuals
International Credit Mobility
Partnerships for Cooperation J
KA2 - Cooperation ( Partnerships for Excellence: Erasmus Mundus ]
Among Organisations .
and Institutions L European Alliances
Capacity Building in the field of higher
KA3 - Support to Policy education
Development and L =

Cooperation

18
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EUROPEAN ALLIANCES

Building the universities
b of the future

Strengthen cooperation between higher education institutionsin
Europe

Promote deeper integration among participating universities,
allowing the creation of transnational inter-university campuses
where students, staff, and researchers can move freely, collaborate on
research projects, and develop joint curricula.

Each alliance involves strategic cooperation between universities
from different European countries, aiming to enhance the quality of
education, research, and innovation in Europe.

Promote a holistic approach to internationalisation, aligning with
sustainability, inclusion, and digitalization goals essential for the
future of higher education.

19
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EUROPEAN ALLIANCES

> 5 Calls (2018; 2020; 2022, 2023; 2024

65 European University Alliances stablished

- Long-term approach = 4+2 years with funding

Z Portugal = 29 IES participating in 27 Alliances

Coordination of 4 Alliances

Source: New funding for additional European Universities alliances will boost cooperation in \

20


https://education.ec.europa.eu/news/64-european-universities-alliances-now-active
https://education.ec.europa.eu/news/64-european-universities-alliances-now-active

STUDY & RESEARCH

Portugal and Canada: Shared IN PORTUGAL
Values & Priorities

Excellence in higher education and research.
Commitment to sustainability, inclusion, and innovation.
English-friendly academic environment.

Complementary ecosystems: Erasmus+, Horizon Europe, CBIE, Mitacs, GAC.

Joint research and staff exchanges.

Short-term student mobility (Erasmus+ KAIT7).
Co-supervised PhDs and double degrees.

Cooperation via European Alliances and Canadian consortia.

Opportunities for Canadian HEIs to join European projects. \"\

21
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Portugal and Canada: Erasmus+ mobilities

45
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39

17 16

2 2

2022 2023 2024

Student Mobility — from Portugal to Canada (OUTGOING)
Student Mobility - from Canada to Portugal (INCOMING)

*2024: Student Mobility — from Canada to Portugal (INCOMING)
— data still being finalized

Top 3 Portuguese universities sending the highest
number of students:

Universidade Catdlica Portuguesa

University of Coimbra

University of Porto

Top 3 Canadian universities sending the highest
number of students:
Corporation de I'Ecole des Hautes Etudes
Commerciales
Queen’'s University at Kingston

University of Calgary

23
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Study and Research in Portugal
Internationalization Strategy
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BRAND STUDY & RESEARCH IN PORTUGAL

Attract + international students
and researchers

Prorr?ote_ Portugal as a premier ( i (_j R ES EARC H )
destination for HE & Research I N PO RTU GAL

Increase Portugal's Promote the quality and Support the integration of
@ GOALS visibility in the global diversity of Portuguese international students and
education market higher education researchers into Portuguese
institutions
. . Educational Fairs and Online Platforms and
ACTlVlTl ES Marketing Campaigns
Conferences Resources

9 Empower HEIs and support the dissemination of best practices and knowledge among
6-0 peers ++ Capacity building and Dissemination

25
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Leveraging International Conferences for
Network and Capacity Building




USA PT CAMPUS Q&FSA

Connecting People. Changing the World.™
USASPORTUGAL ABOUT  EVENTS  NEws  CoNTACTS

CAMPUS
FUNDAGAO
LUSO-AMERICANA
PARA O DESENVOLVIMENTO

‘ FULBRIGHT
Portugal

EDUCATION ABROAD
ACROSS THE ATLANTIC

AGENCIA NACIONAL

erasmus:p)

Po RT U G A L EDUCACAO E FORMACAD

Zas Portuguese Representation Over Time

® NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo 2022 (Denver): 16 HEI's
® NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo 2023 (Washington): 25 HEl's

® NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo 2024 (New Orleans): 20 HEI's

? NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo 2025 (San Diego): 17 HEI's

STUDY & RESEARCH
IN PORTUGAL

FOLLOW
THE SUN

28


https://www.flad.pt/en/
https://www.erasmusmais.pt/agencia-nacional?lang=en
https://www.fulbright.pt/fulbright/
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THE PORTUGUESE BOOTH
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EAIE - EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION /e IN PORTUGAL
FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION &7 e

Zas Portuguese Representation Over Time

EAIE 2022 (Barcelona): 23 HEI's
EAIE 2023 (Rotterdam): 23 HEI's

EAIE 2024 (Toulouse): 28 HEI's

EAIE 2025 (Gothenburg)

—0—0—©

. EAIE | ROTTERDAN
2023
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FAUBAI - BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION g IN PORTUGAL
FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION FAUBAI

zas Portuguese Representation Over Time

FAUBAI 2023 (Belo Horizonte): 14 HEI's

O Brasilia
FAUBAI 2024 (Sao Paulo): 10 HEI's | FAUBAI

CONFEREMNCE

FAUBAI 2025 (Brasilia): 8 HEI's

April 20-24 | S3o Paulo, Brazil

FAUBAI

CONFERENCE 2024

* FAUBAI
L7  CONFERENCE gjiging

D 2023 Y knowledge

" withallvoices
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APAIE - ASIA-PACIFIC ASSOCIATION IN PORTUGAL

2/
FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION m
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Annual Conference & Expo 2025 (New Delhi):
3 HEI's

AVONLAOd
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EXPO 2025 OSAKA: LEARNING & PLAYING

Exhibition Dates:
April 13 to October 13 (184 days) Por'tugal at

Thematic Week "Learning and Playing": EXpO 2026
July 17 to July 28 Osaka

Study & Research in Portugal
July 23 to July 25

33
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Leveraging International Fairs for Student
Recruitment
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SALAO DO ESTUDANTE - BRAZIL
£® Saldo doEstudante

Saldo do Estudante 2023 March/October
— Portugal Country of Honour in SGo Paulo

Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Brasilia, Salvador, Curitilbba e Belo Horizonte

Saldo do Estudante 2024 March/October

Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Brasilia, Salvador, Curitiba e Campinas

Saldao do Estudante 2025 April

Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Brasilia, Salvador, Recife, Maceio

35
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CHINA EDUCATION EXPO - CEE

Zas Portuguese Representation Over Time & C E E / Cﬁ%%ﬁﬁff
E.K__PE' — Fart of Chving Anmual Conference & Expo for nhemabions! Faucation

CEE 2024 (Shanghai and Beijing): 5 HEI's

CEE 2025 (Beijing and Shanghai: 5 HEI's
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SALON ETUDIER A L'ETRANGER ) .
U&udiant

Zas Portuguese Representation Over Time

L'Etudiant 2024 (Paris): 4 HE!I's

L'Etudiant 2025 (Paris) 8 HEI's

38
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THANK YOU!

FIND US AT ‘ international@erasmusmais.pt
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