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France’s Higher Education system: data and General
framework

2,9 millions students in French Higher
Education

= 1,604 million of the students enrolled in the
French universities

= 240k visiting international students participate
in French university degree programs

" 679k students benefit from scholarships

= Qver 3000 research laboratories

= 92 000 teaching and research staff

e %y = 69k doctoral students
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3,500 Higher Education institutions in France

* Universities : public institutions that offer academic, technical, and professional degrees in many
fields. Degrees are awarded at three different levels : licence, master, doctorat . The main missions of French
universities, as established by law, are as follows:
1. Initial and continuing education
Scientific and technological research
Dissemination of culture and scientific information
International cooperation
Career guidance and professional integration
Public service of higher education
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* The Grandes écoles : selective public and private institutions. They are similar to universities but
typically offer a more specialized three-year course of study (business, public administration, or
engineering). Students are admitted to the Grandes écoles based on their scores on a competitive exam.

» Specialized schools are public or private institutions that train students for professional careers in specific
fields, such as art, architecture, social work, or tourism. They offer licence and master degrees.
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France Universites

€ 1971 : Creation of the CPU, Conference of University
Presidents
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2022 : The Conference of University Presidents becomes
France Universités

117 members: 75 universities and other public Higher
Education institutions

non-profit, public-interest association
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A major player in the ecosystem

* Asingle entity bringing together and representing the
leaders of higher education and research institutions.

* A key stakeholder in the public debate concerning all
university issues.

* A proactive voice for recommendations and negotiations
with:
e public authorities
» different higher education and research networks,
* economic and social partners and
* national and international institutions.

* An association whose role is to promote French universities
and their values.
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Governance and organisation

€9 Executive office

 President: Lamri Adoui

* Vice presidents: Jean-Francois
Huchet and Hélene Boulanger

€ Board (17 members)

€ Permanent staff

* Delegate General and Secretary
General

e 25 staff members
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4 Monthly General Assembly
¢ 4 Councils

* Training, student life and
professional integration

* Resources and staff
* Research and innovation

* International and European
relations

€® 2 Commissions:

e Ecological and societa
transitions

e Health
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Delegation of France Universités in Brussels

e Located within the Maison Irene et Frédéric Joliot-Curie

e Several projects at European level:Making suggestions for
current and future framework programs
* Participating in meetings of the informal group of liaison offices (IGLO)
* Convening the network of European project engineers in Brussels
* Coordinating the French EURAXESS network
* Priorities:
* Improving recognition and visibility for French universities
» Setting the stage for student success
* Becoming a great scientific nation for the benefit of society
Successfully adapting to ecological and societal transitions
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~UMUXESS

RESEARCHERS IN MOTION
FRANCE

Euraxess France

A unique pan-European initiative providing
access to a range of information and support |
services for researchers wishing to pursue their i*i"ifiiin ,‘

research careers in Europe, or to stay e ..;.7;1__{“‘,# ,m%&
connected. The EU and 43 national networksi ‘ﬁ““““gqm ‘‘‘‘‘ '
work together to help researchers and research ‘g §&
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organizations in all sectors.

The 53 French EURAXESS centres provide B

tailored information and support, free of Bf
charge, to researchers (PhD Students and =
researchers), entrepreneurs and research
performing organisations.
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https://www.euraxess.fr/information/centres/search?f%5B0%5D=country%3A793
https://www.euraxess.fr/information/centres/search?f%5B0%5D=country%3A793
https://www.euraxess.fr/information/centres/search?f%5B0%5D=country%3A793
https://www.euraxess.fr/information/centres/search?f%5B0%5D=country%3A793

France Universités’ priorities with Canada

Support bilateral Research and Innovation priorities set during the strategic mixed
committee of 2024

Pursue France Universités’ dialogue with its homologue institutions on strategic
issues

Hosting researchers with European funding

Promoting the strengths of each French university to their potential partners in
Canada

Developing dual degrees

Increasing bilateral cooperation as a springboard for increasing joint participation in
Horizon Europe

Strengthening partnerships in innovation

Gaining a better understanding of Canadian research security measures
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France Universités’ delegation to Canada

* From November 2" to 5th 2025
e 13 universities
e 3 cities : Québec, Montréal and Ottawa

* Meetings with partner universities, national agencies, French and European
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Merci |
Thank you!

Contacts:

e Carle Bonafous-Murat: carle.bonafous-murat@franceuniversites.fr

* Agathe Kervella: agathe.kervella@franceuniversites.fr

* Antonio Neves: agathe.kervella@franceuniversites.fr
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