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FRENCH DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE IN CANADA

Scientific and higher education services

➢ Quebec : Consulate office in Montreal

➢ Canada (without Quebec) : Embassy in Ottawa 

Consulate office in Toronto – Consulate office in Vancouver



FRANCE-QUEBEC COLLABORATION : 
A GOVERNMENT PRIORITY

➢ Alternating meeting of Prime Ministers (RAPM) - March 2018 (20e)                             
                     - April 2024 (21e) 

• Definition of priority themes
• Adoption of roadmaps on priority topics

A direct, strategic and privileged relationship
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THE CHALLENGES OF COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND 
QUEBEC – SCIENTIFIC SERVICES

Enhance France’s appeal to the best students and researchers in Quebec in order to build 

sustainable networks (ex : MOPGA program)

Encourage new partnerships for research

Encourage new partnerships for study programs

Promote French research 

Including to a wide audience of citizens, businesses…
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Main 
objectives
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SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND QUEBEC

Institutional cooperation:

• CNRS office in Ottawa; 
• 1 IRC « innovation pour une 

planète durable » ;
• 5 IRL dont Takuvik ;
• 10 IRP ;
• 5 IRN dont le CAFQA ;
• Nombreux accords signés : 

l’IFQM, le FRQ, lACFAS,…

• Accord de coopération avec le 
FRQS ;

• LIR RESPIVIR avec l’Université 
Laval ; 

• 3 projets « First step » financés 
avec le Québec ;

• 2 IRP ;
• ERA-Net Neuron & JP, 2 projets 

impliquant le Québec.

• 2 RRI (OptiNutriBrain & 
Galactinnov) ;

•  LIA NutriMod.

Other institutional actors:  



SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENT TOOLS FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND QUEBEC

▪ Within the framework of the CFQCU : 

➢  Support for research and training projects : Samuel de Champlain program

➢  Support for student mobility : Frontenac program

➢ Supporting the mobility of French researchers : Fonds Émerillon
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▪ Outside the scope of CFQCU : 

➢  Support for doctoral and post-doctoral mobility : Sophie Germain grants

➢  Support for student mobility : Fondation Sciences Mathématiques de Paris

➢ Support for summer schools

➢ Support for the mobility of Quebec researchers: Sabbatical years

➢ Actions to enhance France’s attractiveness in research: Researchers tour in France

➢ Science outreach activities



THE PERMANENT COMMISSION FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND QUEBEC

Supported by the French Ministry of 
Europe and Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of International Relations 

and Francophonie from Québec

Annual budget 

The general call for projects

Fund for institutional, general and cultural 
cooperation projects

Every 2 years

Fonds Emerillon

Allows to finance exploratory missions in 
order to initiate long-term partnerships 

French Quebec Fund for 

Decentralized Cooperation
Allows to finance projects between 

French and Quebec cities

Every 2 years



SUPPORT TO RESEARCH AND TRAINING PROJECTS

SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN PROGRAM

Program purposes: Build strategical interuniversity partnerships between France 

and Québec by supporting the by supporting the launch of team collaborations and

innovative projects

Two sections : 
            

Funding : 

• Duration : 2 years

• Amount : Up to 20 000 € for the French team, 30 000 $ for the Quebec team

• Expenses covered:  mobility for researchers, students research internship (Master’s, PhD, postdocs)

Research : implementation of emerging joint projects in line with the 

priorities of the French and Québec governments 

      

Training : common development of university trainings, dual degree 

courses
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Call for projects in summer and results in march of the next year



SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH AND TRAINING PROJECTS

Programme 
Samuel de Champlain

Support for mobility (professors, 
students, postdocs…)
Over a 2-year period

Max. 20 000 € - France
Max. 30 000 $ - Québec

Research 

Part

Open topics 

Training 

Part

Open topics

AAP 2025-2026

➢ 61 eligible applications

➢ 10 selected projects  

2 projects Training
8 projects Research

Annual budget - France

CGF : 112 700 €
MEAE : 25 000 €
MESRI : 55 000 €

French total budget : 192 700 €Priority topics 



HORIZON EUROPE PROGRAM

• Canada became associated to Pillar II of Horizon Europe 

• Announcement made on November 24, 2023 at Sommet Canada-UE in Saint-Jean de Terre-

Neuve

• Canada’s association agreement with the Horizon Europe program was signed on July 3, 2024

• Participation in Horizon Europe pillar II actions under the same conditions as those of 
European Union member states

➢ Pillar II of Horizon Europe is the most collaborative part of the program, focusing primarily on common global 
challenges, with a budget of €53,5 billion. 



SUPPORT FOR STUDENT MOBILITY TO FRANCE AND JOINT 
PROGRAMS : FRONTENAC PROGRAM

Program advantages : 

Attractive dual-standard programs in 
Europe and North America

International recognition

Enrolment in 2 partner universities

Academic and cultural experience

Grant

• Amount: $6,000 (jointly funded by the FR and QC governments) 

• Round-trip transportation to and from France-Québec, local travel, subsistence 

allowance

For whom ?

• Quebec graduate students from all sectors 

• Enrolled in a master's program (dual-degree program is a plus)

• Minimum stay of 3 months

2026 calendar

• Call for application : spring 2026

• Results : summer 2026



SUPPORT FOR STUDENT MOBILITY TO FRANCE AND JOINT 
PROGRAMS

Frontenac program

 Scholarships for Quebec students enrolled 
in 2nd cycle programs

6000$ per student for the duration of the 
program (travel assistance, housing, etc.)

2024 assessment

• 55 applications
• 40 awardees

+
Program advantages : 

Attractive dual-standard programs in Europe and North 

America

International recognition

Academic and cultural experience

Structuring for future international projects

Annual budget
CGF grants + MRIF grants

2023-CGF budget : 120 200 $

Novelty

Best Québec-France student-mobility prize 
of $1,000 awarded to a Frontenac winner



SUPPORT FOR DOCTORAL AND POST-DOCTORAL MOBILITY TO 
FRANCE : SOPHIE GERMAIN GRANTS

Program advantages: 

Reinforcement of France's attractiveness 

for research purpose

International recognition

Facilitating the mobility of doctoral 

students and post-docs 

Academic and cultural experience

Grant

• Amount: €2,000 to support research trips 

For whom?

• Doctoral students and post-doctoral fellows in Quebec

• Enrolled in a Québec university 

• Minimum stay of one month

2025 Call for application

• Call for applications spring 2025

• 54 applications received, 30 winners



PROMOTION OF RESEARCH IN FRANCE : QUEBEC RESEARCHERS 

TOUR 

Quebec researchers tour in France : 

• Promote the excellence and attractiveness of French research in order to encourage the emergence of new 

collaborations

• Each year: a priority topic for cooperation. 

• 1 week in France, 6 quebec researchers in French laboratories.

2021 – Oncology 2022 – Seas and oceans: 
biodiversity and climate change

2023 – Hydrogen 
and battery

2024 – Sustainable 
agriculture and food

2025 – Cities in 
transition



REINFORCEMENT OF FRANCE'S ATTRACTIVENESS FOR ACADEMIC 
MOBILITY: « SUMMER SCHOOL » PROGRAM

Program purposes: This program supports summer schools in France organized in collaboration with

Quebec. The aim is to encourage Quebec students to discover France and the academic life in order to
promote France's attractiveness in terms of research and training.

Funding : 

• Who : a French university

• Why : support the mobility of Quebec students who participate to the summer school 

• When : anytime, there is no call for application

• How much : up to 2500€ 



SUPPORT TO RESEARCH AND TRAINING PROJECTS

FONDS EMERILLON

Program purposes: Allows to finance exploratory missions in order to initiate long-

term partnerships during the biennia of the Permanent commission for cooperation

between France and québec

Funding : 

• For Whom : French researchers that starts collaborations with Québec team

• Why : Meet Quebec teams to establish a collaboration

• When : Anytime, there is no call for application

• What : Airfare covered + 5 per diem

• Under which conditions : Apply to Samuel de Champlain Program during the biennia
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Missions by Quebec researchers in France can be funded by the Ministry of International Relations and 

Francophonie , thanks to the same tool.



SUPPORT FOR MOBILITY TO QUEBEC: Scientific residencies in 
Quebec 

For whom ? 
• Researchers with a permanent position in a French university or in an 

academic research center or institute in France, regardless of their 
nationality;

• Research topics related to the themes of the Acfas « Forum International 
Sciences Sociétés ». 

When ? 
• Minimum stay of 2 weeks around the Forum from November 7 to 11, 2025. 

How ? 
• The winner will receive support ranging from 5000$ to 7000$ depending on 

the length of their stay. The stay may exceed 4 weeks, but the support will 
not exceed the maximum amount announced.

Topics of the « Forum Sciences et Sociétés » : Arts and Sciences, Well-
being and nature, Green chemistry, Epigenetics, Microbiota, Cities.



SUPPORT FOR MOBILITY TO FRANCE: Scientific residencies in 
France 

For whom ? 
• Researchers, Research teachers, PhD students based in a Quebecois 

university or in an academic research center or institute in Québec, 
regardless of their nationality (except french);

• Research topics related to Francophonie and the themes of the CILF’s 
program : Linguistic diversity; Natural Language Processing (AI); 
Discoverability of the scientific content; Forests and Ecosystems. 

When ? 
• Minimum stay of 3 weeks in France with a departure before December 31st.
 

How ? 
• The winner will receive support of 5000$ covering travel and accomodation 

costs. 



SCIENCE OUTREACH AND FRENCH RESEARCH PROMOTION

Main
objectives

• Promote encounters between citizens and scientists

• Discuss science and society issues

• Consolidation of critical thinking and scientific reasoning

➢ Acfas : Forum Sciences Société, causeries, Adrien Pouliot award (wih MRIF), annual 

conference ACFAS, joint thesis supervision award (with MRIF)

➢ Cœur des Sciences, in partnership with UQAM : conferences, causeries, sprint de 

sciences

➢ Les belles heures in partnership with UdeM : conferences

➢ Les chercheuses en BD (with the FBDM) : 2 editions, 40 researchers interviewed, 

40 comic boards
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