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Gordon Houlden is Director Emeritus of the China Institute, Professor of Political 

Science and Adjunct Professor of the Alberta School of Business at the University of 

Alberta.  

Professor Houlden served in the Canadian Foreign Service for 32 years, with seven 

overseas postings. Twenty-two of his thirty-two years in the Canadian Foreign Service 

were spent working on Chinese economic, trade and political affairs for the Government 

of Canada including five postings in China. He also served at Canadian Embassies in 

Havana and Warsaw. His last assignment before joining the University of Alberta in 

2008 was as Director General of the East Asian Bureau of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and International Trade, responsible for Greater China, Japan, the Koreas and 

Mongolia.  

Under Professor Houlden’s leadership, the China Institute focused on contemporary 

China studies, with an emphasis on Canada’s trade, investment and bilateral relations 

with the PRC, as well as regional security issues, including maritime issues involving 

the Canadian Artic and the South China Sea. He has for a decade taught China courses 

for Canada’s foreign ministry – Global Affairs Canada. 

 

侯秉东现任职于加拿大阿尔伯塔大学，是该校中国学院荣誉院长、担任政治系教授及阿尔

伯塔商学院客座教授。 

侯秉东教授曾在加拿大外交部工作 32年，先后在 7个海外国家和地区从事外交工作。在

他一生的外交生涯中，有 23年的时间是在与中国的经济、贸易和政治打交道，并曾被加

拿大外交部派往中国 5次。他也曾在加拿大驻哈瓦那大使馆及加拿大驻华沙大使馆工作。

在加入加拿大阿尔伯塔大学的 2008年之前，他在加拿大外交部担任东亚司司长一职，负

责加拿大在大中国区、日本、朝鲜、韩国和蒙古的外交事务。 

在侯秉东教授的带领之下，中国学院致力于当代中国研究，尤其侧重于中加贸易、投资、

双边关系及区域安全方面的研究。区域安全方面的研究涵盖了加拿大北极海域和中国南海

方面的海洋安全研究。在过去的 10年里，他在加拿大外交部教授中国课程。 


