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Joe Wong  
Vice President, International, 

University of Toronto 
MODERATOR 

 

Professor Joseph Wong is Vice-President, International, University of 
Toronto, where he is also the Roz and Ralph Halbert Professor of 
Innovation at the Munk School of Global Affairs, and Professor of Political 
Science in the Faculty of Arts and Science. He held the Canada Research 
Chair in Health, Democracy, and Development for two terms from 2006 to 
2016. He is the author of many academic articles and several books, 
including Healthy Democracies: Welfare Politics in Taiwan and South 
Korea and Betting on Biotech: Innovation and the Limits of Asia’s 
Developmental State, both published by Cornell University Press.  

Inspired by the Sustainable Development Goals, in collaboration with the 
Mastercard Center for Inclusive Growth, Professor Wong founded the 
Reach Alliance, a model for student-led, faculty-mentored, multi-
disciplinary research dedicated to investigating the pathways to success 
for innovative programs that are reaching the world’s most marginalized 
populations: http://reachalliance.org/what-is-reach. He is a graduate of 
McGill University and the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Fried 
Senior Associate, Center for 
Strategic and International 

Studies 

 

Mr. Fried is a Senior Advisor with Bennett Jones, LLP in Ottawa, the Albright 
Stonebridge Group in Washington, DC, Senior Associate to the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies also in Washington, DC, and Advisor to 
Llewellyn Consulting in London, UK.   

Prior to his retirement from the Government of Canada in August, 2020, he 
was Coordinator for International Economic Relations, with a mandate 
encompassing responses to the CoVid pandemic, and Canada-Asia and 
other international trade and economic matters.  From 2017 to early 2020, 
he was the Personal Representative of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for 
the G20. 

Previously, he served as Canada’s Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the WTO 2012-2017, where he played a key role as Chair 
of the WTO’s General Council in 2014 and Chair of the Dispute Settlement 
Body in 2013.  Formerly Canada’s Ambassador to Japan; Executive Director 
for Canada, Ireland and the Caribbean at the IMF; Senior Foreign Policy 
Advisor to the Prime Minister; Senior Assistant Deputy Minister for the 
Department of Finance and Canada's G7 and G20 Finance Deputy. Mr. 
Fried has also served as Associate Deputy Minister; Assistant Deputy 
Minister for Trade, Economic and Environmental Policy; Chief Negotiator 
on China’s WTO accession; chief counsel for NAFTA; and Counsellor for 
Congressional Affairs at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, DC. 

Starting his professional life as Professor of International Law at the 
University of Toronto, Faculty of Law, Mr. Fried has been an adjunct 
professor at Georgetown University Law Center, the University of Ottawa, 
and the Norman Patterson School of International Affairs of Carleton 
University.  He has published numerous articles and book chapters on 
international legal, trade and financial topics. 

http://reachalliance.org/what-is-reach


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lynette Ong 

Associate Professor, Asian 
Institute and Munk School of 

Global Affairs and Public 
Policy, University of Toronto 

 

Lynette H. Ong is a political scientist at the University of Toronto where she 
has served as director of China Initiatives at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs and Public Policy. She specializes in Chinese politics and 
economy. She is the author of Prosper and Perish: Credit and Fiscal Systems 
in Rural China, (Cornell University Press, 2012). Her publications have also 
appeared in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Washington Post, Globe and 
Mail, South China Morning Post, East Asia Forum, among others.  
  
She has been a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University’ Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs, and was an An Wang Postdoctoral Fellow at 
Harvard’s Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies. She has also held visiting 
fellowship at Peking University, Fudan University and Renmin University in 
China. She has delivered expert testimony at the US-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission, and Canada’s House of Common Special 
Committee on Canada-China Relations.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colin Robertson 
Vice President and Fellow, 

Canadian Global Affairs 
Institute 

 

A former Canadian diplomat, Colin Robertson is Vice President and Fellow 
at the Canadian Global Affairs Institute and hosts its regular Global 
Exchange podcast.  He is an Executive Fellow at the University of Calgary’s 
School of Public Policy and a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Norman 
Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University and he 
teache3s at the Canadian Foreign Service Institute and Queen’s University. 
An Honorary Captain (Royal Canadian Navy) he is also a member of the 
Defence Advisory Board. During his foreign service career, Colin served as 
first Head of the Canadian Embassy’s Advocacy Secretariat in Washington, 
Consul General in Los Angeles, Consul in Hong Kong and in New York. A 
member of the teams that negotiated the Canada-US FTA and then the 
NAFTA, he is a member of the Deputy Minister of International Trade’s 
Advisory Council. He writes on foreign affairs for the Globe and Mail and he 
is a frequent contributor to other media. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rana Sarkar 
 Canadian Consul General, 

San Francisco 

 

Mr. Rana Sarkar was appointed as Consul General of Canada in San 
Francisco | Silicon Valley in 2017, with accreditation for Northern California 
and Hawaii. He is also a member of Canada’s NAFTA Advisory Council. 
Mr. Sarkar previously served as National Director for High Growth Markets 
at KPMG Canada, and co-chairman of the advisory board at the Munk 
School of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto. From 2009 - 2013, he 
was President and Chief Executive Officer of the Canada-India Business 
Council. 
 
In 2005, Mr. Sarkar co-founded Content Partners, a global content agency 
(sold in 2009), and, in 2001, the advisory firm Rawlings Atlantic Limited. He 
began his career as a consultant at Roland Berger Strategy Consultants in 
London and Munich and helped establish Roland Berger in India. He also 
served as a visiting lecturer at the London School of Economics and the 
CASS Business School at the University of London. 
 
He attended the London School of Economics, Queen’s University at 
Kingston, Ontario, and the INSEAD Executive Program in France. He is a 
member of the advisory council of the Mowat Centre for Policy Innovation, 
Canada2020, and The Literary Review of Canada and a Distinguished 
Fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto. Mr. 
Sarkar is married to lawyer and author Reva Seth.  They live in San 
Francisco with their three children and oversized labradoodle. 

 

 

Nathan Vanderklippe 
Correspondent, The Globe 

and Mail 

 

 
 
 
Nathan VanderKlippe is a U.S. correspondent for The Globe and Mail. He 
recently returned from more than seven years as The Globe’s Asia 
correspondent, based in Beijing, where his reporting took him across the 
region. In Asia, he covered political developments, social trends, 
international affairs, refugee crises, natural disasters and, occasionally, 
hockey games. Prior to joining the Globe in 2009, VanderKlippe was a print 
and television correspondent in Western Canada based in Calgary, 
Vancouver and Yellowknife. He has covered Canada's energy industry, 
aboriginal issues and Canada’s North.   

 

 


