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O V E R V I E W

ÅContext on AKDN/AKU 

ÅPartnership Vision and Ethical 

Framework

ÅPartnership Dilemmas ð

Leading from the South

ÅTakeaways



ÅA network of integrated agencies and 
institutions working across 30 countries

ÅHolistic approach to improving the 
quality of life of communities in Asia and 
Africa

ÅFocus on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Development

THE AGA KHAN 

DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 

(AKDN)





A private, not for profit, university 
founded in 1983 with a vision to:

ÅEducate Leaders

ÅConduct Research with Purpose

ÅAchieve World-Class Excellence

ÅServe Local Communities

ÅCatalyst for Change 

THE AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY 
(AKU)





PARTNERSHIP VISION 

& 

ETHICAL FRAMEWORK



ÅPartnerships critical to AKUõs growth

ÅHowever, realized early on:

ÅPartners had diverse motivations 

and expectations

ÅPartnership policies and benefits 

were asymmetrical in nature 

ÅPositioning as the òBig brotheró

ÅResults were partner-driven 

AKUõS CONTEXT



CHANGING THE NARRATIVE




