
  
 

 

COVID Update from IRCC – October 2, 2020 

  

 

CBIE is in close communication with senior IRCC officials, in coordination with other national 

associations, to highlight the various ways that the COVID-19 crisis is impacting the 

immigration status of and policies pertaining to international students and faculty. Working 

closely with our Immigration Advisory Committee, CBIE is also seeking clarification of rapidly 

evolving immigration policies within a very fluid and ever-changing environment.   

 

As we receive clarifications, we will share these with our members. We encourage you to also 

monitor the Government of Canada publications regarding COVID-19. These are being reviewed 

and updated on a regular basis: 

  

 Special measures to help temporary and permanent residents and applicants affected by 

the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 Temporary Resident COVID-19 program delivery 

 New Measures for COVID-19 Response 

 IRCC Twitter 

 

. 

 

 

Update on travel restriction exemptions for international students 

 

From: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

 

Backgrounder 

 

Learning institutions whose COVID-19 readiness plans have been approved by their provincial 

or territorial government will soon be able to welcome more international students back to their 

schools. 

 

Amended travel restrictions will take effect on October 20, allowing international students to 

enter Canada if their designated learning institution (DLI) has an approved COVID-19 readiness 

plan in place. With primary responsibility for education and health care, provincial and territorial 

governments assess COVID-19 readiness plans that schools are putting in place. As part of their 

plans, DLIs are expected to provide specifics to their provincial or territorial government on how 

they will provide information to international students on health and travel requirements before 

they arrive in Canada, help students with their quarantine plans and provide guidance or 

assistance in acquiring the necessities of life, such as food and medication, during their 

quarantine. Readiness plans also need to establish protocols for the health of students in the event 

there are suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases at the school. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/temporary-residence.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/03/new-measures-for-covid-19-response.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://twitter.com/CitImmCanada
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html


The Government of Canada works closely with provinces and territories on the attraction and 

hosting of international students in Canada and other issues related to international education. 

Provincial and territorial partners indicated they would like to see a process that allows 

international students to begin travelling to Canada again, as long as it is done safely and 

respects health requirements. 

 

Taking a cautious approach, the federal, provincial and territorial governments have worked 

together in developing that process. The list of DLIs with an approved COVID-19 readiness plan 

in place will be posted on IRCC’s web page for international students affected by COVID-19 

restrictions and updated regularly as provinces and territories identify additional schools. 

This change to travel restrictions affects all international students, regardless of where they are 

travelling from or when their study permit was approved. Travellers should not make any 

travel plans until they have met all requirements and received all necessary authorizations. 
The travel of asymptomatic international students who have the appropriate documents to enter 

Canada and whose DLI is on the list of institutions with approved COVID-19 readiness plans in 

place will be considered to be non-discretionary and non-optional, unless there is evidence that 

they are clearly coming to Canada for a discretionary or optional purpose, such as tourism. 

With the amended travel restrictions, immediate family members may be able to accompany an 

international student to Canada if their reason for travel is non-optional or non-discretionary, 

such as getting established in Canada in support of the principal applicant’s study program. This 

could include a spouse or common-law partner, a dependant, or in the case of a minor child who 

will be studying in Canada, a parent or legal guardian. 

 

Like all travellers to Canada, international students and accompanying family members will be 

subject to all public health measures, including the mandatory 14-day quarantine period upon 

arrival in Canada. 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-covid19/students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-covid19/students.html

