April 17, 2020

COVID Update

CBIE is in close communication with senior IRCC officials, in coordination with other national
associations, to highlight the various ways that the COVID-19 crisis is impacting the
immigration status of and policies pertaining to international students and faculty. Working
closely with our Immigration Advisory Committee, CBIE is also seeking clarification of rapidly
evolving immigration policies within a very fluid and ever-changing environment.

As we receive clarifications, we will share these with our members. We encourage you to
also monitor the Government of Canada publications regarding COVID-19. These are being
reviewed and updated on a regular basis:

ASUre O ] ] )
affected by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
- Resid - OVID- teli

e New Measures for COVID-19 Response

e IRCC Twi

Undate on Implied Status - April

Temporary workers and international students who are in Canada and whose temporary
resident status will soon expire are being advised to apply online to extend their status
before it expires. This allows them to maintain their temporary resident status in Canada
while their extension is processed by IRCC.

There is no fee waiver for any temporary residence applications or extensions.

Foreign nationals who are in Canada and whose temporary resident status may soon expire
may apply for an extension in order to maintain their temporary resident status in Canada.
As per current guidelines, applicants must apply online and must meet all requirements,
including biometrics fees, as applicable.

Foreign nationals who have an extension application currently in progress will benefit from
implied status and may remain in Canada until a decision is rendered on their application;
therefore, expedited processing is not required.”


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/temporary-residence.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/03/new-measures-for-covid-19-response.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://twitter.com/CitImmCanada

Students should apply to extend their study permits before their current study permit
expires in order to secure implied status. If they are missing documents, they should include
a letter of explanation and any supporting documents

Applying for immigration documents at POEs is not considered essential, all applications
should be made online

For the moment, PGWP eligibility and online courses only applies to students who have a
valid study permit or study permit approval letter and are beginning a new program in May
or June or who are continuing their current program

Q & A Summary:

If a student whose program will begin in Fall 2020 received their letter of introduction before
or on March 17, 2020 they will fall under the current travel exemptions and be allowed to
enter Canada

Students must have plan to quarantine themselves upon arrival to Canada

DLI should inform students of their obligation to quarantine themselves, but the obligation to have a

plan lies with the student not the DLI Notes on IRCC presentation to Quebec Institutions April
17,2020

On April 17, 2020 IRCC representative Myléne Goulet presented to a group of Quebec institutions.
The following points are the personal notes taken by an IAC representative during that
presentation, as well as the formal PowerPoint Presentation slides provided by IRCC.

CBIE and the IAC have requested that IRCC post official confirmation of the below statements on
their website as references.

The below are personal notes are for your reference only and should not be interpreted as official
statements from IRCC, until official confirmation is received.

Presentation Summary:

IRCC went over the impact of COVID-19 on international students

Explained will not be the last presentation and IRCC will continue to deliver these
presentations especially since information changing daily.

Only foreign nationals who need to enter Canada for essential reasons are currently
authorized to enter Canada

IRCC has not provided a definition of “essential reasons”


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/temporary-residence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/temporary-residence.html

All biometrics letters issued after April 9, automatically state that applicants have 90 days to
submit biometrics

If a DLI changes the structure of their program because of COVID, they need to inform
students of the impact of this change. E.g. if the summer break becomes a mandatory
academic term, students will no longer have the authorization to work full-time in the
summer

Students without a valid CAQ should apply to extend their study permit and provide an
explanation and proof of CAQ application in order to maintain their implied status.

Students without a valid passport should apply to extend their study permit and provide an
explanation in order to maintain their implied status

IRCC will give students an additional 9o days to provide the missing documents and will not
necessarily refuse the study permit extension application because documents are missing
When applying for a study permit extension without all the required documents, it is
important to include any documents that support the reasons why the applicant was unable
to obtain the missing document as well as to demonstrate efforts made to obtain missing
document - important for credibility

IRCC was unable to confirm that students who are unable to obtain proof of degree
completion (because the program was not completed due to COVID) would still be eligible to
apply for the PGWP. IRCC will get back to us on this point.

IRCC has requested a legal opinion with regards as to whether or not students that apply for
their PGWP while on implied status are authorized to work while waiting for their PGWP
application to be processed. Once SP has been approved, then they can work

PGWP holders will not be able to apply for extensions of PGWP because they were unable to
work due to COVID

Only students that start a new program in May or June online and hold a valid SP or SP
approval letter remain eligible for the PGWP (i.e. those online terms will count towards the
PGWP). For the moment no news for Fall 2020 admits

Student outside of Canada can study online without a SP. For IRCC they are not considered
students with respect to IRPA, therefore for the moment these terms cannot count for the
PGWP. Only the online terms completed with a SP or SP approval will count towards the
PGWP.

Clarification of statement made during April 17t presentation by email on April 22: IRCC rep
confirmed CBIE’s IAC March 18 Update stating that students who were full-time but had to
drop to part-time studies because of COVID-19 can work as per the on and off-campus work
regulations, if they met the requirement prior to COVID, but they will need to explain and
document the reasons why they had to go part-time and how COVID-19 was a contributing
factor to them going part-time.


https://cbie.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200318-miseajour-ircc-covid.pdf
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