
 

March 26, 2020 

  

COVID Update  
 
CBIE is in close communication with senior IRCC officials, in coordination with other national associations, 
to highlight the various ways that the COVID-19 crisis is impacting the immigration status of and policies 
pertaining to international students and faculty. Working closely with our Immigration Advisory 
Committee, CBIE is also seeking clarification of rapidly evolving immigration policies within a very fluid 
and ever-changing environment.   
 
As we receive clarifications, we will share these with our members. We encourage you to also monitor 
the Government of Canada publications regarding COVID-19. These are being reviewed and updated on a 
regular basis: 
  

• Special measures to help temporary and permanent residents and applicants affected by the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 

• Temporary Resident COVID-19 program delivery 
• New Measures for COVID-19 Response 
• IRCC Twitter 

 
Update on key IRCC questions as of March 26, 2020 – 5:00pm EST 
 
International students’ reentry into Canada 
 
Temporary foreign workers, some international students and approved permanent residents who 
haven’t yet landed are now able to enter Canada. 
 
The travel restriction exemptions that were announced are now in place. If you’re exempt, you can now 
travel to Canada. 
 
If you’re travelling by air, you need to pass a health check before you’re allowed to board your flight. 
Anyone who shows symptoms of COVID-19 will not be allowed to enter Canada by air. 
 
When you arrive in Canada we’ll assess your health before you leave the port of entry. You must isolate 
for 14 days even if you have no symptoms. This is mandatory. 
 
Only people who provide essential services and truck drivers who regularly cross the border to maintain 
the flow of goods are exempt from the isolation requirements. 
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html 
 
We will continue to provide updates as they become available. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/temporary-residence.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/03/new-measures-for-covid-19-response.html?_cldee=YWNoYW1wYWduZUBjb2xsZWdlc2luc3RpdHV0ZXMuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-9ac7495174d4e7118117c4346bacc0f8-c5dbf857ac6a4c4ba372ef6590611dd7&esid=f9f104c6-6f68-ea11-a811-000d3a5a1bf8
https://twitter.com/CitImmCanada
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/covid-19-how-to-isolate-at-home.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-special-measures.html

