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LASNS

Vision
A community where individuals are aware of and are able to access 
language assessment services and information readily to ensure their full 
access to all available language programs. 

Mission
To provide services which are designed to lower barriers and increase 
access to language programs in the community by offering streamlined, 
fast and reliable language assessment and language counselling and 
referral services.



LASNS

• Canadian Language Benchmark Assessment
• Language Counselling
• Referral Services

Eligibility
• Permanent Residents (PR)
• Refugees

Nominees to Nova Scotia
• Citizens born outside Canada
• International Graduates (with valid work permits) who intend to settle in NS
• Those with a valid work permit and confirmation of application for PR or Nominee 

status in Nova Scotia



ISANS

Vision
A community where all can belong and grow.

Mission
Helping immigrants build a future in Nova Scotia.

Eligibility
• Same as LASNS



ISANS

English as an Additional Language Programs
• Literacy Classes
• Youth Classes
• Community Language Classes
• Workplace Communication Skills Classes
• Sector-specific Classes
• Skill-specific Classes:

• Workplace Writing Classes



Nova Scotia Community College
Building Nova Scotia’s economy and quality of life through innovation and education.



Nova Scotia Community College



Nova Scotia Community College

Writing Centres

• 3 pilot centres

• Open to all students, 
staff, and faculty

• Increased need for 
writing support



How We Work Together

• LASNS provides information and potential pathways from 
language learning toward other goals, including: settlement, 
career(s), and education

• ISANS creates programming to strengthen both language and 
essential skills to prepare learners for success in employment and 
at NSCC  

• NSCC works with EAL and native English speakers to prepare 
them for academic (EAP program) and for the workplace

Image: Lumaxart. 2007. Teamwork Puzzle. CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/people/22177648@N06
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Working_Together_Teamwork_Puzzle_Concept.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.en


Writing: An Essential Skill

The Government of Canada has identified 9 Essential Skills:

1. Reading
2. Numeracy
3. Computer Use/Digital Skills
4. Thinking
5. Oral communication
6. Working with Others
7. Continuous Learning
8. Document Use
9. Writing

Reference:  Government of Canada. 2015. Understanding Essential Skills. https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-
development/programs/essential-skills/definitions.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/essential-skills/definitions.html


Three Organizations, One Thread

Reference: Government of Canada. 2017.  Explore Careers by Essential Skills: Plumbers (NOC 7251). https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-
eng.do?prof_id=38&lang=eng

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=38&lang=eng
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Three Organizations, One Thread

Reference: Government of Canada. 2017.  Explore Careers by Essential Skills: Licensed Practical Nurses (NOC 3233). 
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=55&lang=eng

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=55&lang=eng


Three Organizations, One Thread

Reference: Government of Canada. 2017.  Explore Careers by Essential Skills: Licensed Practical Nurses (NOC 3233). 
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Three Organizations, One Thread

Reference: Government of Canada. 2017.  Explore Careers by Essential Skills: Electrical and Electronics Engineers (NOC 2133). 
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=292&lang=eng

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=292&lang=eng


Three Organizations, One Thread

Reference: Government of Canada. 2017.  Explore Careers by Essential Skills: Electrical and Electronics Engineers (NOC 2133).
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=292&lang=eng

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_view_profile-eng.do?prof_id=292&lang=eng


Trends: LASNS

At LASNS, we assess learners with varied language, learning, 
and career goals

• Literacy                           Doctorate

Common need?  Writing skills development

Variable Factors:
• Motivation
• Comfort in L1
• Timing
• Asking for Help



Trends:  ISANS

• Writing proficiency generally lower than listening, speaking 
or reading

• Writing a strong focus in all classes
• Literacy classes
• Community Language classes
• Workplace Communications classes

• Writing scores hold clients back 

Image: Veggiefrog. Speedbump ahead. CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/veggiefrog/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Trends:  ISANS

• Identified gap in writing skills addressed in 
2006-7

• Writing courses developed at CLB 5, 6 and 7

• Reading component added in 2013-14

• Writing classes recommended for clients 
with emerging writing proficiency 



Trends:  NSCC

• Surveys
• 2015 Student Barometer
• 2015 International Student Barometer
• 2015, 2016, & 2017 Incoming Student Survey

• Core areas
• Grammar
• Organization
• Essay writing
• Resumes & Cover Letters
• Clarity in writing
• Note-taking

• EAL supports for International Students



NSCC Writing Centres



Writing as Brain-Based Process

Executive Function Skills
• Thinking
• Planning
• Organizing
• Strategizing
• Self-Reflection
• Metacognition
• Prioritizing
• Goal-Setting
• Self-Control
• Self-Regulation

Writing involves a very specific part of the brain:
the frontal lobe (prefrontal cortex)



Teaching Writing

• Teaching writing as a skill not an art

• Writing competencies can be developed 

• Increasing writing skill takes time and practice

• Reading inextricably connected to writing

• Models and templates 

• Fluency vs. accuracy 

Image: Kurmianju. 2015. Skill Development. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Skill_development_images.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Writing & Life-Long Learning

Image: Unknown. 2015. Lifelong Learning. CC BY-SA 4.0

• Writing is a life-long process

• Regardless of education, training, and life-
experience, writing practice is key

• Writing can be an art, but it doesn’t have 
to be to be valuable

• Supporting writers involves building 
potential and removing barriers to writing, 
not just error-correction

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Longlife_learning.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Why Our Collaboration is Important

Continuity of support is essential to learner success:

• Barriers 
• Joint approach & consistency
• Same goal  
• Skill development
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